
My vocation story

I ESSAU KANUNGU was born on May 30th in the year 1994 at AMBUNTI HOSPITAL. In my 
family we were only two, my elder sister and myself. My father was a teacher by profession 
while my mother is a subsistence farmer. I was brought up in a Christian faith since my family 
were Catholic.

However,  in  my education journey there were success and failures.  I  completed my 
grade 8 in 2009 successfully with the acceptance to study in BRANDI SECONDARY SCHOOL. I 
was failed in  grade 10 and successful  in  FODE.  I  went  to  HAGEN TECHNICAL COLLEGE to 
undergo the studies of national certificate of motor vehicle mechanic. After completing my 
studies. I did my practical with the department of works in WEWAK. It was there that I found out 
about my vocation to become a priest.

One day I attended the morning service at WURUVI CATHEDRAL and heard the priest 
who celebrated the mass mention about the interested candidate to joined the seminary. I was 
inspired by his saying that, and while I was at the workshop I still thought about that.  Later in 
the evening I discussed the idea with my mother to become a seminarian. She was surprised 
and said to me, “I am going to tell you a story.” She began to tell me the story of a priest who 
was my family’s best friend. She said; “The priest usually carried you around, and he usually 
told us to make sure that you become a priest.” This struck me, and I told my mother if so this  
was his blessing and I’ll try. 

The next morning, I went early to the morning service as usual. After the mass I went to 
the vocation director and asked him about the requirements to become the seminarian. He told 
me about the requirements and asked me if I could do the entry test. With no hesitation I said 
yes and sat for the entry test.  There were fourteen of us sitting for the entry test.

One month later the vocation director called me and told me I was accepted to the 
seminary. I was surprised that only two of as were accepted to the seminary while the other  
had failed the entry test. Here I am in the seminary.


