MY VOCATION STORY

I, Elijah Kyakas from the diocese of Wabag, am the aspirant of a diocesan seminarian. |
am aged 32, and | am more than happy to serve my Good Lord at my youngest stage. | am
very thankful to my dear Lard for his faithfulness in keeping me as one of his own sons.

My vocation story starts with my family. Both of my parents were subsistence farmers,
but they were enriched in their Catholic faith. They gave birth to six of us. | am the second born
in the family and | have got five other siblings. The first born is a girl, and she is the only girl in
the family and the rest are boys. My sister completed her studies, and now she is working with
the Wabag General Hospital as a nursing officer, and the rest of my brothers are still studying
in various schools. My father is a catechist and both of them (mum and dad) devoted their life
to the spirituality of Saint Francis of Assisi. In 2003 they did their final profession in dedicating
their entire life so as to live as full members of the congregation of Secular Franciscan Third
Order. As | was raised up in such a devoted Catholic family, | believe my desire of becoming a
Catholic priest evolved within the heart of my family. In 2013, | was not even thinking of joining
the seminary life. Eventually, it was late, and then my interest gradually erected. My first letter
of interest was drafted on a Thursday morning inside my Economics classroom in 2016.
Besides, how | had such inspirations to write to the vocation office is still unknown until my
dedication mass.

After my Grade 12 National Examination in 2017, | was preparing for my Christmas
celebration back at home. | had a surprise call from the vocation office that | was accepted for
the seminary formation. Once | had that news, | was so overwhelmed with joy that | couldn’t
step on the ground, | was floating around. Moreover, a day before | went to Saint Fidelis
Seminary, | arranged a dedication mass for my family. In those days, Fr. Thomas Waikane was
the vocation director in the diocese and we invited him to be the main celebrant. When the
mass was about to start, just before the entrance song, two of my parents rose up in tears and
said, ‘in the midst of our misfortune, God is always good, for he ears the cry of the poor that he
blessed our family abundantly.” | never knew that my parents persisted with God in their
personal prayers purposely for me to become a priest. As | had them saying such courageous
words, it was so emotional that all of us fell into a big cry.

Early 2018, | was told to go to Madang in Saint Fidelis Seminary for my propaedeutic
years. | was there in the seminary for 3 years. Though the climate and the program itself in the
seminary were bit challenging, | managed to complete my formation there. After successfully
completing 2 years of propaedeutic, | was accepted to continue my Spiritual Year there in St.
Fidelis Seminary again in 2020. We were mingled together with the propaedeutic brothers, but
our program was set apart. Apart from these 2 years of my propaedeutic in St. Fidelis
Seminary, the Spiritual Year program was one of the most beautiful and fruitful years ever in
which | encountered many blessings in my life. Specifically, in terms of spirituality and being
persistent in prayer life convinced me to embrace the beauty of the priesthood.

From Saint Fidelis Seminary, | was then sent to Good Shepherd Seminary in Banz, Jiwaka,
for my philosophical studies. As first impressions always matter, | was emotionally touched by
the beauty of Good Shepherd Seminary. | was thinking, such a beautiful place like Good
Shepherd Seminary is indeed a home for a young person like me to be fully equipped both
spiritually and intellectually. And to be frank, the life there in Good Shepherd Seminary was
amazing and enjoyable, but one thing really confronted me and that was in the academic
arena. | had hard times in understanding the philosophical notions and concepts. However, with
the grace of God, | successfully completed my three years of Religious Studies there in Good
Shepherd Seminary. Thus, | thank the Lord for His goodness in keeping me safe for all these
years. Teach me more to live this life faithfully for the service of your love.

After Good Shepherd Seminary, | was sent back to my own diocese for my pastoral year.
After the institution of my acolyte, my Bishop (Late Bishop Arnold Orowae) assigned me to do
my pastoral in one of the parishes in Wabag Diocese, namely St. Paul Parish, Wanepap.
Wanepap is located at the far end of West Enga. | was under the supervision of my own cousin
brother, the Vocation Director, Fr. Newman Kingi up at Wanepap. The pastoral experience is a
somewhat beautiful experience. | really enjoyed my pastoral with the people out there in
Wanepap. Though | encountered many challenges in terms of pastoral work, | embraced them
gently. To be with people and reaching out to different people, places and cultures was a
touching and enriching experience. Thank you dear Loving God for all your goodness in my life
for sharing great these beautiful moments with your people up at Wanepap Parish.



Furthermore, after completing my pastoral year in 2024, | was selected to further my
Theological studies here in Bomana Catholic Theological Institute. Early this year 2025, | left
home for Holy Spirit Seminary. Currently, | am in the beginning of my Theological Studies here
in CTI, Bomana. Life here in Holy Spirit Seminary is as beautiful as the environment itself is
beautiful. I love to be part of this amazing community and more importantly, it is so amazing to
live among many brothers from various regions of the country. Therefore, | love being in the
seminary better than to roam around hopelessly doing nothing. It is you Lord, that made my
way possible to come this far, and | am very grateful for your abundant blessings. Good Lord,
the future is in your caring hand.



