My Vocation Story

I, Norbert Gunan, am from Saint Joseph Malagunan Parish in the Archdiocese of Rabaul. |
am so glad to share my vocation story with you, my dear beloved brothers and sisters in God’s
Love.

| grew up in a devoted family where Christian faith had been taught. My first call to
becoming a priest occurred in 2007. That time | was studying at St. Joseph Malagunan Primary
School doing grade five. It happened during the class when my teacher asked me to share my
dream. | accidentally told them that | would like to become a priest, without knowing anything
about a priestly vocation.

In 2019, Rabaul Deanery set a program for every parish to understand the Pastoral Plan
for the Archdiocese, which is called, “Three Fold Missions of Christ”. They are; 1. Proclamation
(Jesus as a prophet) 2. Celebrating the Sacraments (Jesus as a priest) and 3. Charity (Jesus as a
King). The Vocation Director, Fr. John Bosco Tara was also with the team giving the vocation
talk. | was so interesting to hear him.

From 2020-2021, | was in Sacred Heart Seminary, Rapolo doing my propaedeutic. In
2022, | did my Spiritual Year at Good Shepherd Seminary. Early in 2023, | was sent back to my
parish after the result of a Psychological Test, | did with Fr. Shathi Chacko. | stayed there and
attended the Vocation Discernment Program in Vunapope, Archdiocese of Rabaul.

Fruitfully, early this year 2025, | received my cassock on the Feast of the Conversion of
St. Paul, the Apostle. | was reminded of St. Peter how He chose him to become one of the
Church’s greatest evangelists despite his wickedness.
Furthermore, as | reflected on St. Peter’s journey, | realized that | also on that journey. It was a
journey of laziness in my prayer life and some obstacles that were on my way of discernment.
Therefore, | am convinced that Jesus is inviting me to join His Mission. | took an ought [do you
mean “oath”?] before receiving the cassock, to surrender myself for Christ and the Church.

| entered Holy Spirit Seminary with a clear perspective of becoming a good priest. We
began the formation year with a Spiritual Retreat on Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel),
facilitated by His Excellency Dr. Clement Papa-Archbishop Coadjutor of Mt. Hagen. My reflection
was integrated with St. Paul’s conversion. It challenged me to be the best in the four pillars of
the formation, in order to joyfully witness the Gospel and to abide by the teaching of the
Catholic Church. It will be challenging, but my response will be “Yes, Lord, | love You and wish to
serve in the way You choose. Help me to open my heart to You fully so | can follow Your gentle
and strong guidance” till the end of times.

Thank you so much and may the Lord bless us abundantly.



