MY LATE VOCATION
Dream brings me to this call

I am from Hela province in the Mendi diocese. We were a pagan family in the time of my
ancestors; however, when the first missionaries came to my place, my grandfather chose to be
a Catholic and now we are full Catholic members, and | came from a devoted Catholic family.
We are eight in the family: dad and mum, two sisters and four brothers. From those siblings
three died and three boys are left. | am the sixth. | always attended church services and was
dedicated in praying the rosary and also in the family night prayers. After completing my
community school, | was failed, but my Christian faith is rooted in my life not for pleasing
others but for my life in the judgment day of God.

One thing always reminding me was the dream; having been at home one night | had a
dream, | was a priest celebrating the holy mass on the altar with two acolyte ministers in my
parish. But | haven’t considered that dream a lot because | am a school leaver. One night | had
a dream to do external studies, and that really forced me, and | went to FODE center to
registered myself. | did my grade seven and eight. Then | went to vocational school, taking the
carpentry training and graduating with the certificate. Through my life time, | worked as a
builder in the company and my private employment.

One thing now | come to realise it, the desire of women, through those years | had lot of
money, but the desire to married or to made friendship with women was not really strong in
me. One good night | had a dream about my FODE study which | left. That dream really
impressed me to go back and continue my course. Then | went back to FODE center to reenroll
to do grades nine and ten. But, instead of doing both grades, | just enrolled in grade ten and
sat for the final exam. The night before | received my test result, | had the same dream of
celebrating the mass with two acolyte ministers at the same altar. And next day | received my
grade ten result. That encouraged me to go to seminary. | wrote my interest letter to Bishop
Donald Lippert for sponsorship. Then he recommended me to St, Joseph Catholic Secondary in
Tari, to do my grade eleven and twelve for the sake of going to seminary. After completing my
secondary | attend formation and a spiritual year at cap, St, Fidelis in 2015 as a Capuchin
candidate. At the end of the year | was sent home and stayed home for three years. (2016-
2018) In the same way | went back to my same routine to build houses and not thinking any
more about seminary, but on the first week of August (it was Tuesday night) | again had a
dream of coming back to seminary. Cardinal John Ripart send me a name list of seminarians
who would go back to school. My name was on the first list. | was shocked and woke up. The
whole night | was thinking about the dream. The same week on Saturday | received a phone
call from the assistant vocation director of Mendi and Hela diocese. Fr. George Makajah, calling
me back to joining the diocesan. | was not willing, but through the dream it brought me back to
seminary. In 2019, | came back to cap as a diocesan to continue my second year of formation
and Spiritual year (2019—2020) and continue with a philosophy year at Good Shepherd
Seminary in 2021 to 2023. | did my pastoral year in 2024 at Kumin cathedral parish and now
my second year to do Th2 in Holy Spirit seminary in Bomana.

My vocation started through a dream. | am a Catholic and was a dedicated person in the
prayer life, but had no desire for religious life. In my journey of life, | worked for my own wealth,
but have faith and trust in God. However, God called me through the dreams that is why | am
here in Bomana, Holy Spirit Seminary.



