Short Story of My Vocation.

In the history, the first missionaries have so much toiled in the beginning of faith that
was planted in the beloved soil of Mendi, (Southern Highlands Province). Many have lost their
lives for the sake of Christ and many unknown missionaries still lived their old age for the sake
of Christ. Today, | can recognize some of the great heroes of our time. They were few in
numbers who came to Mendi, but as the church grows, many different missionary
congregations and local diocesan priests have increased in numbers. According to the scripture
Jesus said to his apostles “I am sending you to go to the ends of the world. Baptize them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. | will be with you to the end of the
world” (Mathew 28:19).

When Capuchin missionaries arrived in Mendi, they tried every means and way to
evangelize the Gospel. Therefore, they put up foundational structures that will benefit people
from their faith. The first and foremost, they built Catholic churches. Then followed the needs of
the people such as health, clinics, schools, formation of catechists, family life centers and
youths centers. | am one of the many who attended those intuitions that was provided by the
early missionaries. And also, it helps me to develop my faith in God. Another most important
influence that helps me to strengthen my faith is the priestly life of the priests. Also, | saw that
a good number of the local priests are increasing in our diocese and that is the first sign of
localization. Today practically every community at least has one or two Catholic churches. |
cannot see any community without a church.

However, through the first Capuchin missionaries influence, my grandparents came to
know God and they even converted the people (including my grandparents) to know the true
Christian God. Later, more Capuchin missionaries came in and taught my father and others
about the scripture, the sacraments, catechism of the church and other church teachings. Then
from there, my father become one of the Catholic faithful Christians until today. He was
working with the Capuchin Friars as a chef until 2019, he retired. Through my father’s faith,
my family come to know God and become Catholics.

Therefore, my call to become a Catholic priest starts during my childhood stage through
the influence of the early Capuchin missionaries because of the Capuchin priests’ and brothers’
great influence upon my family. They told me that the church most priority is have young man
and women become priests, brothers and sisters to continue the mission of Christ. They said
that there are schools such as seminaries to educate young men like you to become priests.
This advice helps and strengthens my faith to become a local diocesan priest. From there, | was
sent to St. Fidelis Seminary at Madang. | did my propaedeutic and spiritual for three years
(2017-2019). After | completed my studies at St. Fidelis Seminary, | was assigned to a parish
and did special pastoral. And that was in 2020. After | completed my special pastoral year
program, | went to Good Shepherd Seminary and studied philosophy for two years and one
year for theology. That was in the year 2021 to 2023. And last year 2024, | was assigned to do
my pastoral year at Hulia Parish (Tari, Hela Province). Now | am here at Holy Spirit Seminary,
Bomana to pursue my theology studies.

Therefore, | want to dedicate my live to serve the people of God as a priest. | want to
become a priest to evangelize the word of God and go out to the unreached areas to bring
hope to those who really need the Word of God so that people can know the presence of God in
their daily lives. We are made in the image and likeness of God. Therefore, Jesus brought
salvation for all human kind. All of us are followers of Christ, the mission is yet to continue here
on earth. The most essential judgment to be observed is to show Christ to all the people.

All in all, I want to promote unity among the people of God within and outside of the
Catholic church. | have to work together to bring the Gospel to the remotest part of the country
and parishes to touch the hearts of people. Also, to help them see the goodness in Christ. In
spite of challenges among the different faiths, | want to take care of the services that the
churches provides for the good of others.



