
Vocation story

I am Gibson Hariwa, a seminarian of Mendi Diocese. I am traditionally speaking in the 
Huli Language.  I am the second born in the family with six siblings’- four girls and two boys. 
We are all Catholics.  My father is former catechist; he is a man of prayer and looks after his 
family.   My mum is a committed mother in prayer and the church works.  I always love my 
mum because she always used to pray for my vocation. Currently she is faithful Communion 
Minister.

Catholic Christian

I  became Christian since my parents baptised me in the Catholic  Church.   It  was a 
graceful period. I  was borne from the Water of Baptism.  After some years I  received Holy 
communion.  My last  sacrament of  initiation attained in 2006.   It  was administered by the 
Bishop Steven, the Bishop of Mendi. 

Education

In  the  whole  of  12  years  I  did  not  go  to  any  primary  school  due  to  long  distance 
education. In 1997 I started doing my grade one at Loka Primary school, but later it ceased 
because of the community conflict. The school completely closed down for almost 10 years. So, 
I did not complete my grade one at that time until 2009.  Between these years I lived alone 
with my parents but never lost my focus on prayer and helping parents.  When I was getting 
older I  started doing my grade five late in 2009,  and completed my Grade 12 in 2016 at  
Mesoka Secondary School in Eastern Highlands Province (EHP).  This was not my own will but 
the will of God the Father that I successfully completed my grade twelve.

Entering to the Seminary

When I was doing my grade 5 up to grade 12, I did not know the full story of seminary 
life. One day there was an event taking place at St. Francis Parish, Kupari. It was an ordination 
day of Fr. Nelson Mathew (my current vocation director of Mendi Diocese).

Before that event, I was present in the night session led by Fr. Isaiah Timba.  At that 
night, Fr. Isaiah gave very important message basing on the text of Jeremiah1:4-5: “Then the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, before I formed you in the belly, I knew you; when you 
came forth out of the womb, I sanctified you, and I ordained you a prophet unto the nations.”  
He already appointed him as a prophet to the nation.  When I heard this message, it deeply 
inspired me, and I felt a taste of God’s calling to the priesthood.

After my Grade 10 exam, I wrote my letter of interest to an assistant vocation director, 
Fr. George Magaya.  A few months later, Fr. George told me that he accepted my letter. When I 
heard this,  I  was very happy.  I  continued my grade 11 at the Mesoka Secondary.   Before 
completing my grade 12, I was called by Fr. George to do my entry exam to go to seminary.  On 
November 2016, I was accepted by the Saint Fidelis Seminary (SFS).  In 2017, I went to do my 
propaedeutic year at SFS.  In 2019 I completed my third year of formation.

In the year 2020 I was selected at Good Shepherd Seminary.  In 2021, I completed my 
Second Year Diploma in Religious Studies.  Due to my sickness, I did not finish my third-year 
program in 2022.   The sickness really disturbed my whole system of body, and I could hardly 
settle down to study.  In this case, I took years to look for the medical treatment.  After the 
recovery of my sickness, I wrote the letter to continue my journey towards the priesthood.

In 2024, my vocation director, Fr. Nelson Mathew, told me to come back and continue 
the journey.  I have completed my pastoral successfully.  This year, 2025, will be my starting 
point of formation to discern my calling.  

I believe that the Holy Spirit will lead and guide me to do well in my studies.  With the  
help of God, I will prosper in my journey to be a herald of the Good News.  Let God’s will be 
done unto me, not mine or any human being’s will be done.  While on my journey, it is my task 
to pray and ask God to discern my real calling in life.


