VOCATION STRORY

I Simon Torea, am from the diocese of Mendi. | am a first year philosophy student in
Catholic Theological Institute, Bomana. In here I'm going to make a short vocational story.

The Lord God called me to be His servant when | was at home. The great expectation or
desire came to me when was going back and forth in Eucharistic celebration in my parish.
What really motivated me to be part of the Seminary community was, during the consecration
when my parish priest offered the bread and wine as an oblation to God with his stole. It really
inspired me to the Capuchin Priesthood. Therefore, | wrote an interest letter to the Capuchin
vocation director. The letter was accepted, and | did Pre-postulant in St. Felix parish Pangia in
2015. Thus, the formators there recommended me to do the Postulancy program at St. Padre
Pio Formation House.

However, | did 2 years formation program there. Unfortunately, | was not successful in
English speaking, reading and writing. So, the Superior interviewed me and sent me home.
When | was at home, the spirit of being a servant of God was still with me. Therefore, | never
gave up that spirit, so | humbly applied to the diocesan. Fortunately, my application was
accepted by the vocation director, and that gave me the second privilege. | was asked to do
further English studies in the diocese for a year. Finally, | did the entry exam and passed it.
Thus, the St. Fidelis Seminary accepted me to do 2 years of the propaedeutic program.

Furthermore, | was sent to St. Fidelis Seminary. | successfully completed the 2 years
program. The formators evaluated and recommended me as capable student. Therefore, | did a
Spiritual year program at Good Shepherd Seminary in 2001. The spiritual director also
recommended me in all four pillars of formation. In 2022 | was studying philosophy in Good
Seminary. However, in the fourth week of semester one | got a severe illness, so | was sent
home for the good health medication. When | was at home, the sickness was getting worse,
and | experienced paraplegia paralyses. | went to Kundiawa General Hospital. After a month |
went to the theatre and the doctors did 10 hours operation. After the operation | was sent to
the ward. Therefore, | was on the wheel bed for 11 months. On the 12th of June 2023 | was
discharged from the hospital. Therefore, by following the doctors’ and also the vocation
director’s instructions | did a lot of physical exercises for one year six months and gained a full
recovery.

Therefore, | reapplied four times to come back to the seminary to be the faithful servant
of God. Finally, the Bishop, Vicar General and the vocation director accepted and recommended
me to do philosophical studies here in Catholic Theological Institute CTl, Bomana. And | am
here to follow the will of God.



