My Vocation Story

We are all came from different places in Papua New Guinea, leaving our families,
languages, cultures and environment behind, due to the call of God. Now we are here in a new
place, forming a new family, community, language and culture. We all have one purpose in life,
which is to discern the call of God and to do his will in our life. Since the call of God is a
mysterious at the early stages, we have to uncover it step by step with the grace of God and
respond to it generously.

| am Elijah Kapusioi from Our Lady Lourdes Torokina Parish, west Coast Deanery in the
Diocese of Bougainville. | was born on the 14th of September 1989, during the terrible times of
Bougainville crisis. | am the fifth born of eight siblings in the family of four boys, and four girls,
and one has professed as a Nun in 2019. My family is a simple devoted catholic family who
have a deep love and devotion for the holy religion. My father is a communion minister and my
mother is a Christian member. Both of them are alive.

I completed Prep 2 in 2002, at St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta Reini Elementary School.
In 2010, | completed grade eight at St. Joseph Tsitovi Primary School and was selected. In 2012,
| completed grade ten at St. Gregory Koromira Technical High School. | took both academic
studies and trade skills, especially the Plumbing Course. Then in 2014, | finished grade twelve
at Bishop Wade-Tarlena Technical Secondary School. | also took both academic studies and
trade skills, especially carpentry. While in my academic studies, | took a humanities course
(pure Social Science). In my academic performance, | was an average student who performed
well in my studies from primary to high school. However, in secondary school, | did not take my
studies seriously. That is why | didn’t get any offer to other institutions.

In 2015, | wrote to the vocation director, expressing my personal interest to join the
Diocesan. | was accepted as one of five candidates in the Diocese of Bougainville. So, | entered
the come and see program at St. Francis X-Saviour Manetai Parish, Central Deanery. | stayed
with Fr. William Sastsie the vocation director. | learned how to serve the priest at the altar,
doing pastoral works with him in the outstations and learned some basic prayers about the
divine office. | spent almost nine months in that come and see program and completed it
successfully.

In 2016, | entered the propaedeutic program at Sacred Heart Seminary Rapolo East New
Britain. However, | did not successfully complete it, due to my spiritual weaknesses. | used to
feel many unusual challenges to myself while doing spiritual exercises like Lectio Divina and
intercession prayers. | used to find it hard to get some inspirations from the scripture reading,
in order to share with my brothers. | used to be very quiet and fearful to open up, even though
some of my formatters used to encourage me. So, | went back home early in the end of the
second trimester while intending to get some experiences.

In 2017, | stayed with Fr. William Sastsie at St. Francis X- saviour Manetai Parish doing
some part time work. | used to serve as a canteen keeper in the parish under the guidance of
the priest and the chairman. They taught me how to do the book keeping and the pricing of the
goods. So, | used to enjoy that work by serving different customers every day. | used to see
that the stock used to get used up very quickly within a week. Sometimes, | used to go to town
to get some new stock for the canteen. As the payment for my service, | used to get some fort
night allowances. In that part time experience, | learned how to be transparent in doing
business activities.

In 2018, | stayed with Fr. Louise Lobosi at Our Lady of Lourdes Torokina parish, west
coast Deanery. There | spent my time doing charitable works in the parish with the
parishioners. | used to keep the mission clean and tidy by cutting tall grasses around the
mission. | also spent some time with the family of Fr. Louise Lobosi at Papona village where |
planted some of the hybrid cocoa for Fr. Louise Lobosi. | also spent some times with Fr. Louise
Lobosi doing pastoral works in some of the outstations of St. Gabriel Karato sub parish. So far, |
learned some good experience on how to work. | also worked with one of the experienced
carpenters and learned some trade skills from him.

Apart from that, | also experienced some of the social influences on drinking alcohol,
smoking marijuana and taking part in social night activities. In every occasion of the social
nights, | used to get drunk and make nonsense in front of the people. | started to cause many
problems and troubles in the family one after the other. My parents were very worried that |



was getting from bad to worse and began to lose my focus on my vocation discernment. But
they did not give up; they kept on encouraging me with good advice and supported me with
their prayers. Finally, | was confronted by my brothers and guardians in one of the incidents in
the community. That was the very moment | put a full stop on taking marijuana and realised
my mistakes.

In 2019, | had an unusual experience where, | felt the presence of God being obvious to
me. It was my first time; | never felt such experience in my life before. | was being inspired by
the presence of the Holy Spirit which motivated me to solve the unsolved problems in the
family. | could be able to hear the unusual voices whispering to me in my ears and directing me
what to do. However, | was in a moment of unconsciousness, because of the presence of the
Holy Spirit. And it took me so long till the problems in the family was confronted. Apart from
that, | also encountered severe illness which | suffered from for longer time. | ended up in the
hospital several times for medical treatment, and then finally | recovered.

However, after all those experiences, | felt a great moment of happiness and
consolation. And | was grateful to God for his mercy and love. | had realised that God is always
good at all the times and truthful in his words. Then finally, | come to discover my deepest
desire to be a priest. That is why | made my own decision to come to the seminary to discern
my vocation well. So, | need your guidance and proper accompaniment in my vocation
discernment to the priesthood life.

In 2021, | did my come and see program at Our Lady of Assumption Hahela Parish,
where the Diocese of Bougainville is located. | stayed with Fr. Polycarp Kaviak, the vicar general
and the vocation director of the diocese. | learned to serve the priest in the altar, doing
pastoral work with him in the communities and doing spiritual reading about the entire Bible,
the Yumi Lotu Book and Catechism of the church. The come and see program took me probably
nine months to form myself and prepare for the propaedeutic year program. | learned that the
come and see program was about the observation and listening to the call of God.

From 2022-2023, | did my propaedeutic program at Rapolo seminary and completed it
successfully. | learned academic studies, basic prayers of the Divine Office, serving of priest in
the altar and spiritual direction. | also learned to discipline myself by following the rules and
regulations of the seminary. | observed that the main thing in the propaedeutic program was to
grow in five basic areas of the formation; Human Formation, Spiritual Formation, Intellectual
Formation, Educative Pastoral Formation and Pastoral Formation. | learned to balance myself by
actualizing those five aspects of human life. From there, | made my decision to come to the
spiritual year program to continue on my vocation discernment to the priesthood.

Last year, | did my spiritual year program with Fr. Antony Siluvai, SVD, who is the
director of the spiritual year students in Good Shepherd Seminary. | learned that the Spiritual
year program was a worthwhile, nourishing and transformative formation that can prepares a
seminarian to be a good priest in the future. In that program, | filled up my own gaps, healing
my own wounds, cleansing myself from the impurities and learned how to be a good disciplined
seminarian. | learned that the central idea for that program was to help seminarians to
encounter Christ, grow in spirituality and prepare them to be a disciple of Christ. As the 4th
batch of the spiritual year students, | had the good opportunity to be part of that program in
2024.

This year 2025, | will do my first year of Philosophy study (Ph1) in Holy Spirit Seminary,
Bomana. | am happy to be here in this new environment where | have never been before. | am
still having a deepest desire and feeling like God is still calling me. And | do believe that, if it is
the will of God, there is a way to reach it. So | am expecting myself to study hard, learn to
discipline myself and abide by the rules and regulations of the seminary. And | need your
support and guidance in my vocation discernment.



