My Vocation Story

We are all came from different places in Papua New Guinea, leaving our families,
languages, cultures and environment behind, due to the call of God. Now we are here in a new
place, forming a new family, community, language and culture. We all have one purpose in life,
which is to discern the call of God and to do his will in our live. Since the call of God is a
mysterious at the early stages, we have to uncover it step by step with the grace of God and
respond to it generously.

I Chris Ranes from Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish, Carterets Island in the Buka Atolls
Deanery in the Diocese of Bougainville. was born on the 24th of December, 1988, in a small
atoll in Bougainville. | am the first born of six siblings in the family of five boys, and one girl. My
family is a simple devoted Catholic family who have a deep love and devotion for the holy
religion. My father is a choir master and my mother is a Christian member. Both of them are
alive.

| completed my village tok ples skul (VTPS) at Carterets Elementary school in 1995 and
completed my grade Eighth in 2004 and gained a space to continue my education career at St.
Joseph Rigu High School (Marist College) and was given an opportunity to continue to higher
education level which is grade 11&12 in 2007-2008. However, | didn't take my studies seriously
and was driven back home to cultivate the land.

In 2010 | engaged with a local non-government organization called Tulele Peisa who is
trying to relocate the people of Carterets to mainland Bougainville because of climate change
through the rising of sea level and worked as a networking and advocacy coordinator helping
the youths and doing chief exchange program for the people of Carterets Island and mainland
Bougainville under the leadership of the International Organization and Migration (IOM).
Therefore, as a climate change refugee through natural disaster and the rising of the sea level,
| was challenged in many aspects of life during my childhood, primary and secondary school
days. On the other hand, when being a small kid attending Sunday mass, | usually saw the
priest consecrating the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ, and | often thought
that one day | would be a priest.

However, during the fate of the car accident in 2018 | nearly lost my right hand and also
my life and was admitted to Buka General Hospital with an artificial item put inside my right
hand. And it was the time | realised the Lord is calling me to follow his footstep and to be
another alter Christus.

In 2022 -2023 | did my propaedeutic at Sacred Heart Seminary Rapolo and completed it
successfully, and in 2024 | did my spiritual year at Good Shepherd Seminary Fatima Banz in
Jiwaka Province. In the spiritual year | attended the 7c program and again completed it
successfully. Also, in the program | leaned that the spiritual year was worth nourishing and
transformative or a challenge for transformation that prepares a seminarian to be a good and
holy priest in the future. And on the other hand, | also learned that the central idea for the
program was to help seminarians encounter Christ and to grow in spirituality.



