Vocation story

My name is Raphael Felavah, from Central Province. Kuni is my place of origin. | was
born on the 2nd of February, 1990. Kuriva is my place of birth. The district is Kairuku, and the
LLG [spell out the words] is Kuni. Both of my parents are subsistence farmers. | am the first
born in the family. We are five of us, two boys and three girls. Kuni is my native language apart
from my dialect. | also speak motu, Tok, Pisin, and English. From 2002 to 2008 was my primary
school at St. John’s Primary School, and | went to Sacred Heart High School Tapini from 2009 to
2012, and from 2013 to 2014 | went to Secondary school at Mainohana Secondary School. In
2015 and half of 2016 | was at St. Benedict’'s Teacher’s College DWU at Wewak. Especially due
to school fees | had to withdraw from studies. In 2017, | did my Come and See program with
the Carmelite order until 2019, when | left the program, because of COVID-19. In 2021, | wrote
to the Vocation Director of Bereina Diocese and the Bishop, so | was accepted to go St. Fidelis
Minor Seminary from 2022 to 2023, and in 2024 | went to Good Shepherd Seminary. In 2025, |
am here at Holy Spirit Seminary Bomana studying at CTI.

Furthermore, before my mom died she told me,” Son, go become a priest and pray for
the lost souls, in particular, my soul.” After a week she died, there were other calls of vocation |
chose, but the words of my mother just turned things around and also that gave me courage in
my vocation.

Thanks be to God.
Thank you.
Raphael Felavah
Bereina Diocese
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