VOCATION STORY

My name is Maximillian Midiheya from the diocese of Alotau-Sideia. | am intrigued with
my perseverance in my propaedeutic formation. | acknowledge my formatters and mentors for
their effort in moulding me to be who | am now in spite of the hardships and challenges |
encountered. These difficulties and challenges were my great teachers. They gave me the
courage and strength to continue on my calling. Moreover, | came to understand the meaning
of my life.

I was born on the 2nd of April, 1997 at Alotau General Hospital. My childhood days were
enjoyable. When we first arrived home from town, | found it hard to communicate with my
cousins and other children because the language | spoke was different from the language they
spoke. When | speak English, they respond in vernacular. This was a very big barrier to me.
However, as time went by | started learning my own vernacular.

In 2007, at the age of 10, | was enrolled at Kalauna Elementary School. In 2009, |
excelled to do my grade 3 at St. Gregory’s Kalauna Primary School. In my primary days from
2009 to 2015, numerous horrible and good things occurred in my life which led me to see the
reality of life as an adolescent. In 2015, | completed my grade 8, and fortunately | was selected
to Santa Maria Secondary School-Watuluma to do my Grades 9, 10, 11 and 12.

From childhood to early adolescence, | always attended Sunday service and Sunday
school. In my day-to-day life of seeing and doing things, | came across a PIME priest whom |
admired the most, and | wished to be like him. That was when | was doing grade 6 at the age of
15. He was a holy and a transparent priest. After he left that year, | approached a local priest
by the name of Fr. Thomas Losema and told him my interest. After the conversation he
encouraged me to keep on praying about it. From that day on, | started dreaming of becoming
a priest. | had no clue about being a priest, but that calling remained in me, and no one knew
about it.

Fortunately, | managed to complete my secondary education in 2019 and graduated
with a grade 12 certificate. Unfortunately, | was not successful in my education, so | stayed
home for a year in the village. In January, 2021 | met up with my former parish priest, Fr.
Thomas L. It was on Thursday afternoon. After a long conversation, he asked me to go with him
to John Sinou’s house, the house of the priests. After morning mass | was asked by the bishop
for an interview. After the interview, bishop asked me to stay in the diocese for 3 months.
However, it happened that there was no one to take care of the Cathedral area so | stayed for a
year in the diocese.

During Christmas holidays, | spent some time with my parents and in January | was sent
to Saint Fidelis Seminary to do my propaedeutic years 1 and 2. Being new to the seminary
formation, | found it a little bit hard to adapt quickly to the rules and regulations of the
seminary. As time went by, | got used to the climate, the environment, the people and the
principles of the seminary. Not long after that | found myself flowing with all the programs and
the life style of the seminary. | learnt a lot of new things and | came to understand some things
which | always have doubts with. Though challenges and trials came my way, | supressed them
and overtook them. Those problems gave me insights and hope to continue on my calling.
Courageously and faithfully | completed my propaedeutic year successfully without regrets. |
was fully satisfied with my learning and formation.

On the 10th of February, | left Alotau for Jiwaka. My reason of being in Good Shepherd
Seminary is to undergo a spiritual formation and discern my true calling as an aspirant aspiring
to become a priest. In my day-to-day life, | face a lot of obstacles and challenges. Sometimes |
argue with my colleagues, sometimes my director got hard on my brothers, but | felt like he
was getting on me, sometimes | felt ill or sick, and so on. Nevertheless, | managed to endure
the challenges and difficulties that approached me. They were like stepping stones for me. |
successfully completed the year and now, 2025, | am here at Holy Spirit Seminary studying
Philosophy at Catholic Theological Institute. With gratitude and honour, | feel my heart is urging
me to persevere in my calling to the priesthood ministry.



